
 

each one. I then travel to those coun-

tries to ensure disaster response pro-
grammes are developing ok and to pro-
vide a link back to the NZ public who 

ultimately fund the work. 
 
I still play in the outdoors and I attribute 

many of my personal and professional 
skills to my outdoor training and per-
sonal development, particularly in areas 
such as risk management (which is 
critical in war zones and unstable coun-
tries); interpersonal skills and cultural 

awareness, empathy, being able to live 

with minimal comfort and most impor-
tantly the concept that people can 
change and develop despite the power-

ful impact of nature and our surround-
ings. 

 

Ian McInnes  
 

Humanitarian and Emergency Affairs Man-
ager, World Vision 
 

The Whenua Iti outdoor leadership cer-
tificate I took in 1994 was really the 
beginning of a decade of adventure for 

me.   I threw myself into the outdoor 
industry as quickly as I could, acquiring 
4 NZOIA and 5 British qualifications in 

the years that followed.  I had a variety 
of jobs, including freelance instructing in 
Christchurch, sea kayak guiding in 

Fiordland, tutoring at the New Zealand 
School for Outdoor Studies in Devonport 
and Programme Managing at Adventure 

Specialties in West Auckland. However 
perhaps most memorable was the 4 
years I spent combining my passion for 

youth development with the outdoors in 
a YMCA facility in the English Lakes 
District.  UK young people are surely the 

most challenging! 

 
I have since swapped one adventure 
lifestyle for another.  In December 2004 

my wife Himali and I were holidaying in 
Sri Lanka as the devastating Asian tsu-
nami slammed into the beautiful Island 

coastline.  In the days that followed my 
wife - a Doctor, born in Sri Lanka ï and I 
ran a medical clinic for the Red Cross.  

We never looked back; I joined a US Aid 
Agency in Sri Lanka while retraining 
through a UK University - adding a Mas-

ters in International Development (MSC) 
and a Business Masters (MBA) to my 
outdoor qualifications.  My wife joined 

the World Health Organisation.  I went 

on to direct the aid agency, World Con-

cern, in Sri Lanka then briefly in Burma 
after a cyclone in 2008.  One feature of 
the humanitarian industry is it carries 

you from disaster to disaster responding 
wherever needed.  I went to Uganda, 
Somalia and Samoa last year with Tear-

fund and finally into Haiti earlier this year 
for a 3 month stint as response manager 
where my outdoor training  came in 

handy as I and all my team were living in 
tents amongst the rubble for the first two 
months. 
 

I have finally ended up back in New 
Zealand working for World Vision as 
their disaster specialist.  Basically I 

watch for developing disasters then 
connect with our World Vision staff in 
those devastated countries, deciding 

how much funding we will commit to 
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4th Successful Summit:  
Hazel Nash continues her Seven Summits 

Challenge  

Hazel writes:  ñ I was lucky enough to have wonderful climbing 

conditions, a friendly and diverse group of companions plus my 

husband Fred, on a successful summit bid of Mt. Elbrus, Russia, 

5642m.  The highest mountain on the European Plate.ò 

Visit: www.hazelnash.com for more details and photos.  
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Ian McInnes with his wife  Himali 

 

Hazel  & Fred summit Mt Elbrus 14. August 2010 

  
Donations:  

How you can help to make a difference  

Whenua Iti Outdoors run week long Journey Pro-
grammes for young people.  The courses help young 
people build resilience, respect for the land, them-
selves & each other.  We always have three youth for 
every place available.  To sponsor a youth on a week
-long Journey costs $1000.  Gifts for small items of 
equipment or resources are also welcome, for exam-
ple a torch is $35, a backpack $270.  All donations 
are tax deductable, no matter how small, all gifts are 
a valuable contribution to the well-being of our youth 
and may help be the turning point in a childôs life. 
 

Please send your donation to The General Manager, 
Whenua Iti Outdoors, RD2 Upper Moutere, 7175 .  

All gifts will be acknowledged and a tax deductable 

receipt issued, or visit our website for more details:  

www.whenuaiti.org.nz  

Thank you for your support . 
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INTRODUCING.... CONGRATULATIONS to  
Charlie Martin, recently promoted to  
Operations Manager for Whenua Iti Outdoors  
Charlie grew up in West Auckland, studied accountancy 
and worked amongst the Auckland high-rises before realis-
ing his passion was being in the outdoors.  Leaving city life 
behind him, Charlie moved south, working in the Waira-
rapa, Lake Rotoiti, Christchurch and Dunedin.  
 

In 2001, Charlie 
joined Whenua Iti 
Outdoors as a tu-
tor.  Since then he 
has been involved 
in tutoring,  mainte-
nance and man-
agement.  After 
nearly a decade he 
still places value 
on Whenua Iti as a place where people can extend them-
selves and discover the great outdoors which surround us.  
Charlie lives in Motueka with his partner Fay and two chil-
dren Ande and Hazel. 

 

Michelle MacNeil, recently appointed as  
General Manager for Whenua Iti Outdoors.  

 
ñIt is a real pleasure to write a 
few words of introduction.  I 
am very excited to be part of 
a wonderful team at Whenua 
Iti and feel privileged to have 
the opportunity to build upon 
the tremendous work of my 
predecessor, Anne Gran-
tham.  It is great to return to 
the world of Outdoor Educa-
tion , especially based in the 

Moutere which has been my home for the past five years 
along with my husband, three boys and two bergamasco 
dogs!  I look forward to bringing ideas to Whenua Iti from 
my own experiences but more importantly, embarking 
upon the continuous ñjourney of discoveryò with all those 
involved. 
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Pilot Environmental  
Education Programme  

 

Conservation week was a most 
appropriate time to launch our pilot 
environmental education pro-
gramme with Harakeke Early 
Learning Centre on Wednesday 
15th September.  The programme 
facilitated by educator, Nettie Stow 
was based around fostering enquiry 
and curiosity of our environment. 

 

Leadership Programme   

Happenings at Whenua Iti Outdoors  

Funded by the Ministry of Youth 
Development, this two day leader-
ship programme in October, gave 
Motueka High School students the 
opportunity to look at their leader-
ship roles within the school and 
wider community and was filled 
with activities to give them new 
skills. Matilda McIntyre, Ocean King-Turner, Nunya 

Bender , Morgan Larner, Manu Tipa and Hazel 
Gray being curious at Whenua Iti Outdoors 

Sana Watt had no trouble finding her elephant 

Year 10 Motueka High School Students at 
Whenua Iti Outdoors 

Explore the Outdoors  

Students at Kaiteriteri Beach 

 

Journeys in the School  
Holidays  

 

In the July School Holidays we took 
a hardy group of 12-14 year olds 
out on a Journey full of action.  The 
Journey kicked off with a motivating 
talk by former Whenua Iti student 
and world-renowned multi-sport 
athlete Nathan Faôavae.  The week 
was filled with great activities allow-
ing the individuals to develop confi-
dence and have new experiences 
including caving, camping, tramping 
and sea kayaking in the Abel Tas-
man.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is what three students said 
they enjoyed most: 
 
ñbeing able to push myself, making 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����F�D�P�S�L�Q�J���	���F�D�Y�L�Q�J�´ 
 
�³�F�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���E�H��
�L�Q���D���W�R�W�D�O�O�\���Q�H�Z���D�U�H�D�´ 
 
�³�W�K�H���K�L�N�H�V���D�Q�G���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���S�H�R��
pleò 
 

During Term 2 and 3 we have been 
excited to run two weekend pro-
grammes for local Year 7 and 8 
Intermediate Students - four Sun-
days a month.  Designed to provide 
opportunities for children to partici-
pate in a range of different outdoor 
pursuits, children attended four 
days of activities including high-
ropes, rock climbing, canoeing and 
caving.  Students have expressed 
an interest in returning for a óLevel 
2ô course in Term 4. 

The programme focused  on the 
concept of camouflage, children  
found a range of soft toys that ódo 
not belong in the bushô and then 
learnt about the camouflage 
strategies living things exhibit, 
they even had a turn hiding them-
melves. 
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